
  
 

 

  

 

 

 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING 

FOURTH QUARTER NEWSLETTER 

WETLANDS INVENTORY AND ECOLOGICAL INTERGRITYASSESSMENT 

By Zanele Kuzhanga 

 

The Environmental Management 

and Planning section is compiling 

a Wetlands Inventory and 

conducting an Assessment of the 

Ecological Integrity of all 

wetlands within the City of 

Mbombela. An Environmental 

Consulting company trading as 

Eco-Pulse Environmental 

Consulting Services has been 

appointed for the Project. 

A Wetland is defined as an area 

where water is at, near or above 

the land surface long enough to 

be capable of supporting 

aquatic or hydrophytic 

vegetation and which has soils 

indicative of wet conditions. 

A Wetlands Inventory map shows 

graphic representations of the 

type, size and location of the 

Wetlands. The study Area has 

been broken down into 4 regions 

according to the Municipal 

regions namely: the Southern, 

Northern, Eastern and Central. 

The study has commenced in the 

Eastern region with an area of 

48 523 hectares to be mapped. 

The other regions will follow 

through until the 2019/2020 

financial year where the project 

completion is anticipated. The 

above mentioned project 

though still at its inception stage 

is anticipated to produce 

information that will be of great 

use in Wetland prioritization and 

rehabilitation in future. An 

integral component of the study 

is the identification of priority 

wetlands for rehabilitation and 

subsequently conservation. 

Communities should be informed 

of the importance of wetlands for 

their livelihoods as there is 

prevalent lack of awareness on 

the value and benefits of 

wetlands which often leads to 

their transformation and 

destruction.

 

THE IMPORTANCE 

OF WETLANDS 

1. Wetlands purify 

water. 

2. Wetlands store 

water to ensure 

supply during 

dry periods. 

3. Wetlands 

reduce the 

severity of 

droughts and 

floods. 

4. Wetlands 

recharge 

ground water. 

5. Wetlands help 

control erosion. 

6. Wetlands 

provide shelter 

for juvenile fish. 

7. Wetlands 

provide habitat 

for faunas and 

floras. 

8. Wetlands 

provide food for 

livestock 

9. Wetlands 

protect 

biodiversity. 

10. Wetlands 

provide 

locations for 

recreation. 

11. Wetlands 

provide plants 

that can be 

used for houses 

and crafts. 

 

 

 

THERE IS PREVALENT LACK 

OF COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

ON THE VALUE AND BENEFITS 

OF WETLANDS WHICH OFTEN 

LEADS TO THEIR 

TRANSFORMATION AND 

DESTRUCTION. 



  
 

 

  

 

 

  
  

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
08 June 2018  

By Sibongile Ngwenyama 

 

The Environmental Management 

and Planning section celebrated 

World Environment Day in Ward 41 

at Umjindi Trust Sportsground in the 

Southern region. The event aimed 

to raise environmental awareness 

under the 2018 

theme “Beat plastic 

pollution. If you 

can’t reuse it, 

refuse i”. 

Community 

members were 

encouraged to 

reduce the 

excessive use of 

single-use plastic 

products that 

pollute 

waterbodies, 

damage marine life 

and threaten 

human health. 

Activities on that 

day included a 

clean-up in and 

around Umjindi 

Trust, education & awareness and 

entertainment. The event was 

hosted in partnership with Working 

on Fire and various stakeholders 

that include Department of 

Agriculture, Rural Development, 

Land and 

Environmental 

Affairs 

(DARDLEA), 

Ehlanzeni 

District 

Municipality, 

Department of 

Water and 

Sanitation, 

SAPPI Lomati, 

Inkomati 

Usuthu 

Catchment 

Management 

Agency 

(IUCMA) and 

SA National 

Biodiversity 

Institute 

(SANBI). 

 

Habits that the public 

can adopt to beat 

plastic pollution; 
 

1. Use a reusable 

water bottle- refill a 

reusable water 

bottle and there’ll 

be fewer bobbling 

about in the 

ocean.  

 

2. Bring a flask to your 

coffee shop- 

disposable cups 

play a major role in 

plastic waste. 

 

3. Carry your own 

cutlery- Avoid 

using disposable 

knives, forks and 

spoons when 

you’re eating on 

the go by bringing 

your own. 

 

4.  Grow your own 

fruit and vegetable 

- Packaging and 

transporting fruit 

and vegetables 

takes its peal on 

the environment. 

 

 

 

‘Beat plastic pollution. If 

you can’t reuse it, refuse it’ 
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The last sitting of the Environmental Management Forum for the 2017/2018 financial year was held at the 

Lowveld Botanical Garden on the 14th June 2018. The City of Mbombela made two presentations regarding 

Invasive Control and Environmental Education and Awareness Plan. Mr. Jacques Nel from City Parks gave 

insights on what the City is doing to control invader species. He also presented the control plans for the City’s 

nature reserves; namely, Sonheuwel and Steiltes Nature Reserves. The presentation was well received by the 

meeting and they appreciated the effort to control invader species.  

 

Ms. Zanele Kuzhanga unpacked the Environmental Education and Awareness Plan developed by the 

Environmental Management Section. She stated that the City will use both electronic and print media to raise 

awareness. The initiative to use a Mascot as a prominent figure for the entire education and awareness 

programme was particularly applauded by the meeting. SANBI and IUCMA pledged to partner with the City in 

the Green Schools initiative. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT FORUM 

14 June 2018 

 By Khethiwe Malaza  
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The forum cannot avoid to discuss climate change related matters given the country’s commitments and role 

in the international climate change fora. The Agricultural Research Council’s Ms. Rosemary du Preez presented 

on the impact of climate change on citrus fruit in the Lowveld. Key to her presentation was the recognition that 

climate change does have an impact on citrus fruits and the institute is hard at work developing new cultivars 

that are able to withstand severe climatic conditions. She informed the meeting that developing new cultivars 

to a point where it is finalized can take up to fifteen years. 

 

Transnet Freight Rail presented their ISO14001 (Environmental Management System) standard. Worth noting 

was the fact that their water consumption has decreased over the years. The meeting was not pleased with 

their minimal role in environmental education and awareness. They were advised to partner with other 

organizations/institutions to make an impact. 

 

Bhangula Waste and Recycling Company presented on their waste recycling company established in 2004. 

The business operates from Rocky’s Drift in the City of Mbombela. Their business is of great assistance in job 

creation and poverty alleviation as it has 730 waste vendors, 16 contract workers and 4 permanent jobs. 

Bhangula Waste and Recycling has also partnered with Coca Cola SA in their Eco-Schools Initiative. 

 

 

KEEP KRUGER CLEAN CAMPAIGN  

4 July 2018 

By Sibongile Ngwenyama 

 

Kruger National Park (KNP) in partnership with Total South Africa (Total SA) hosted the “Keep Kruger Clean” 

(KKC) campaign at Luphisi village, sportsground. The City of Mbombela was part of the campaign given the 

scourge of illegal dumps that looms all over the City. In her address; Ms. Khethiwe Malaza urged community 

members to refrain from littering as the litter (or any other form 

of waste) does not only contaminate water, it also kills wildlife 

and subsequently adversely affect economic development via 

the tourism sector. She further urged communities neighbouring 

the park to be exemplary (in the way they co-exist with the park) 

to other communities like those that are now living in close 

proximity to a World Heritage Site following the proclamation of 

Makhonjwa Mountains as World Heritage Site on the 2nd July 

2018.  

  

 


